Baystate Organic Certifiers

Grower Application Checklist New Applicants

Step 1:  Fill out the Grower Application Forms



Fill out all pages of the Organic Farm Plan
 

Please list all crops for certification on page 1 of Organic Farm Plan.  Please list the field where 


you plan on growing each crop on page 2 of Organic Farm Plan along with the amount you plan 


on planting, and the expected amount of harvest.  Each crop must be listed individually on page 

2. Do not list crops as “Vegetables” or “Herbs”.  If you need more space, or want to use a list 

of common crops to help you fill out this information, fill out “Appendix A: Crops Requested for 

Certification instead of page 2.  You may also substitute your own list of crops instead of filling 

out this form.




Sign and date the Affirmation Section of the Organic Farm Plan on the last page.  




Fill out the Field History Sheet and/or the Greenhouse History Sheet for every field and 

greenhouse that is part of your operation.




Fill Out the Field or Greenhouse Affidavit Sheet for all fields and greenhouses to be certified.  

Attach documentation showing that fields and greenhouses have been managed organically for 3 

years.



Fill out the Seed Information and Planting Stock Form


Step 2:  Provide Other Information (You must provide all of this information as part of your application)



Submit an overall farm map for your operation showing the location of all fields and greenhouses.  



Submit detailed maps for each field detailing adjoining land use and buffer zones.




Submit samples of any labels you will be using to identify your product as organic.



Submit samples of your recordkeeping forms.  We only need a page or two of each form.  

Please submit records that show all aspects of your operation.  These records must include 

planting information (both greenhouse and field), fertilizer, pest, and disease control applications 

to fields and greenhouses, harvest records by field, and sales records.  If you do not currently 

keep any of these records, you must show what records you will maintain as a certified operation.



Submit a copy of a water test for untested water you will use for irrigation, livestock, or product 

packing.  Municipal water does not need to be tested.  Only a coliform test is required.



Fill out the Directions Sheet included with the application packet.  Do not include Mapquest 



directions as the inspector will not be coming from our Winchendon office.




Submit any additional information that you believe will aid the inspector Baystate Organic 

Certifiers in evaluating your operation.

(over)

Step 3:  The Fee Worksheet



Complete the enclosed Fee Worksheet.  Make sure you pay the $150 new operation 

fee.

______

Enclose a check for your certification fee made payable to Massachusetts Independent 

Certification.

Step 4: Optional Information

 

If you do not have a 50 foot buffer around all of your fields, submit a Buffer Reduction Form and 

Abutter Form(s) if applicable.  



Fill out the Public Information and Baystate Website Listing form if you do not want to be listed 

on any public information lists or if you want to post your operation's information on the Baystate 

Organic Website.   



If you have livestock that you want to certify you must fill out:



Organic Livestock Plan



Pasture History Sheet and Pasture History Affidavit



If you want to be certified as an on farm processor you must fill out the:



Organic Handler Plan



If you have any specialized production you must fill out the appropriate form:



Organic Cranberry Plan



Maple Syrup Production Form



Mushroom Production Form



Sprout Production Form



Honey Production Form

Step 5:  Mailing the Application Packet



Make 2 copies of the Organic Farm Plan, all attachments, all product profiles, 


 the Fee Worksheet, and the Directions Sheet.  File one copy of everything with your records.  



Mail the original forms, and one complete copy, along with your check for your 

certification fee to Baystate Organic Certifiers, c/o Don Franczyk, 1220 Cedarwood Circle,  

North Dighton, MA 02764.

